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“[Only an] event of this magnitude could keep 
students in ties and out of Florida,” said the Dean of the 
Law School, Michael Young.  Young was referring to the 
dedication ceremony for the new “E” building at 700 20th 
Street, which took place on March 8th.  To mark the event, 
the law school was able to get Associate Justice of the Su-
preme Court Antonin Scalia to make some remarks on the 
occasion.  The Jack Morton Auditorium in the Media and 
Public Affairs Building was packed with students, faculty 
and administrators eager to hear those remarks.

The presentation began with GW University Presi-
dent Stephen Joel Trachtenberg proclaiming that, “the 
University is only as great as its law school.”  He went on 
to characterize the law school as a “jewel” and a “world 
class outfit.”  Dean Young, during his presentation, referred 
to the historic nature of this addition to the law school.  He 
placed two letters – one from Speaker J. Dennis Hastert and 
one from President George W. Bush – in a time capsule, 
which has been created for students fifty years from now, 
to mark the historic moment.  Both administrators praised 
the construction of the “E” building as a new symbol for the 
law school.  Following the speech, Professor Todd Peterson, 

the co-chair of the Building Committee commended the 
completed “E” building as he characterized the job of the 
architects as “superb.”

“[He is] the intellectual conscious of the court,” 

remarked Young while introducing Associate Justice An-
tonin Scalia.  Scalia had a distinctive and diverse legal 
career before being appointed to his current position on 
the Supreme Court by Ronald Reagan in 1986.  Scalia has 
spent a large part of his legal career as a professor at the 
University of Virginia, the University of Chicago, and as a 
visiting professor at Stanford and Georgetown law schools.  
He has also served in the Office of Legal Counsel and in 
the Office of Telecommunications Policy.  In 1982, he was 
appointed to the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia.   During his speech, Scalia jokingly 
remarked that he spent many years as “part of the problem 
in Washington [D.C.].”

Scalia started off his speech by joining the chorus 
of praise for the new facility.  He remarked about the law 
school that, “you wouldn’t recognize it … the extent of the 
place [in the early 1970s] was so much less then it is today.”  
He then went on to direct his speech at those in attendance 
in the audience.  Specifically he focused on the faculty, the 
law students, and the “friends” of the law school.  In fact, 
before concluding his speech, Scalia remarked that he had 
advice for everyone in attendance “except for perhaps the 
security guard.”

When looking back on his years as a law school 

By Mark HersHfield

News Editor

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
Speaks at E Building Dedication

See DEDICATION page 11

GW will soon find itself caught in 
the “Crossfire” – and the national spotlight 
– when CNN moves its long-running politi-
cal television talk show just across H Street 
from the law school April 1.  The network 
announced in February that the twenty-year-
old program will air live every weekday 
from the Jack Morton Auditorium, allowing 
an audience to ask questions of the show’s 
guests and hosts. To accommodate audience 
participation and more guests, the show will 
also expand to an hour-long format, the 
network announced. 

The program features news-making 
guests, often from the political world, who 
field questions from sparring liberal and 
conservative hosts. Veteran hosts Tucker 
Carlson and Bob Novak will continue to 
serve as the show’s conservative voice, but 
political strategists James Carville and Paul 
Begala will take turns replacing Bill Press 
as the program’s liberal voice. Carville 
and Begala are perhaps best known for 
their work in President Bill Clinton’s 1992 
campaign.

The program’s move to GW creates 
new opportunities for University and Law 
School professors to appear as guests. Law 
School Media Relations Specialist Paul 
Fucito remarked that,  “Having CNN here 
is definitely a benefit.” Although unsure 
about law professors appearing specifically 
on “Crossfire” in the past, Fucito stated that 
law professors do appear on CNN regularly.  
“We definitely have a strong relationship 
with CNN,” he said. 

“Crossfire” has aired previously from 
GW, including a two-week run last fall 
featuring such guests as Sen. John McCain 

GW to Be In 
the Crossfire Again

By Brandon Briscoe

Staff Writer
(R-Ariz.) and House Minority Leader Dick 
Gephart (D- Mo.) shortly after the Septem-
ber 11th terrorist attacks. Students responded 
favorably then, filling the auditorium nightly 
and prompting the show to extend its stay a 
week longer than originally planned.

Law student Jeffery Flores said the 
program’s visit in September attracted his 
attention – but also that of too many others. 
“I tried to go, but I couldn’t get tickets,” 
he said. “I went early and still found long 
lines.”  But other law students had more 
success, including Darren Soto, who said 
some of the show’s more entertaining mo-
ments took place off camera. “The hosts 
were funny – they were hilarious when they 
prepped the crowd during commercials,” he 
remarked.  Soto, however, pointed out that 
the audience participation was somewhat 
limited. “They only call on people sitting 
near the middle aisle,” he said. Whoever 
gets the good seats gets to talk.”

The program’s agreement with GW 
can be renewed, potentially allowing stu-
dents easy access to those good seats for at 
least six years. However, the show will air 
from GW year-round despite the departure 
of students during holidays and the summer 
months. The show will depend on tourists 
and local residents to fill the auditorium 
during the breaks in the school year. 

But 1L Remy Taborga thinks student 
interest may dwindle, leaving seats open 
more often. “It’s only exciting so many 
times,” he said. “If it’s going to be here ev-
ery night, then what’s the big deal? Unless 
there’s a good speaker, why should I go?” 
he asked.  Taborga, however, said there were 
some topics that could nonetheless lure him 
to the show. “I’m always up for campaign 
finance reform,” he said. “I never get tired 

See CROSSFIRE page 11

By Paul J. Meissner

Staff Writer

On the weekend of April 20th and 
21st, anti-war activists and their minions 
will descend on Washington, D.C.  As part of 
a two-day demonstration, tens of thousands 
are planning to protest in front of the White 
House, the Washington Monument, the 
Department of Justice, and the U.S. Capi-
tol.  In tandem with the anti-war protests, 
it is likely that there will be protests at the 
offices of the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank while they have 
their semi-annual meetings.  According to 
the “protest permit,” any protests in the 
GW area are expected to occur mid-day on 
Saturday, April 20th.

In regard to the IMF and World Bank 
protests, Dean Thomas A. Morrison, Associ-
ate Dean for Administrative Affairs, stated 
that “[t]he University is closely watching 
and is in close contact with the World Bank.  
We are working with the World Bank, with 
University Security, and with [the com-

munity].”  When asked about the steps the 
University and the law school will take, he 
stated that the policy of the law school will 
follow the policy of the University.  He be-
lieved that the University “wants to remain 
flexible” in light of the protests.

When asked about the University-
wide policy for the upcoming protests, John 
Petrie, Assistant Vice President for Public 
Safety and Emergency Management for 
the University remarked that “[t]here will 
be a situation assessment and a proposal to 
the University Vice Presidents [in order to] 
seek advice and concurrence for how we 
should proceed.”  Petrie continued, “What 
the University needs to do is seek a balance 
between taking appropriate precautions that 
all people and property are protected and, 
[second], to have everything the University 
intends to do occur as closely as possible to 
what is expected to happen.”

With literally tens of thousands 
planned to descend on Washington, the po-
tential for violence is small but real.  Since 
the Foggy Bottom area is not a major protest 
location, any potential violence is expected 
to be away from the University.  Besides 
the unlikelihood of violence, members of 
the GW community should be aware that 
the situation probably will change.  Also, 
Petrie was adamant in noting that the pro-
tests were still a month away.  Changes in 
international and domestic policy could 
shift the focus of the protests, which could 
then affect the University’s strategic plan.  
If such occurs, the University would have to 
take the appropriate steps to accommodate 
those changes.

Protesters to Invade DC 
Yet Again
Law School Weighs Safety Issues

See PROTESTS page 11

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia
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Ask yourself this: do you think the undergrads appreciated us being gone on our 
Spring Break as much as we enjoyed them being gone on theirs?  It was like being at 
a different University.  The sidewalks were not crowded, thereby making them much 
easier to walk on.  You could drive down the street without slamming on your brakes 
because some idiot undergrad was too busy talking on his cell phone to look both 
ways before crossing.  All the treadmills at the Health and Wellness Center weren’t 

taken, so it was easy to get your workout on.  Most important of 
all was the ease in which you could find a parking space for class 
(five minutes max).  Life was pure bliss last week.

We’re sure that when you applied for law schools, you pon-
dered whether you wanted to attend a law school that was on or 
off campus.  Given the fact that we’re all here, we’re guessing that 
we all opted for an on campus law school.  We probably thought 
that it would be nice to interact with other students or at least take 
advantage of the perks that a campus can provide.  Little did we 
think that it would be like this.

If we were like Georgetown Law School (we always look 
to Georgetown as the ideal law school), we could be a world unto 
ourselves – no irritating, whining, and spoiled little undergrads 
with their GWorld credit cards.  No parking problems, no fighting 
through crowds like those at the Marvin Center, and no long wait 
at the fitness center.  

Yet, if we were an off campus law school like Georgetown, 
would we really be better off?  We’d have to go across town to use 
the fitness center (which wouldn’t bother most of you because you 
don’t use it now when it’s down the street) and we might still have 
parking problems because there might not be any parking garages.  
Also, where would we go to eat?  We don’t see a Cart Lady-equiva-
lent camped outside of Georgetown Law School (We really think 
they use Union Station as their food court).  We’d probably get so 
tired of seeing nothing but law students day in and day out that we’d 
look forward to driving down H Street – on a busy day. 

Regardless of the costs and benefits of an off campus law 
school as opposed to an on campus law school, we’re stuck like 
Chuck with what we have… and what we have is a haven in hell.  
Yet, last week was nice.  It was almost like the entire University 
belonged to us.  Fat chance, but it’s always nice to dream.  

Where Have All The 
Undergrads Gone?

By GualBerto Garcia Jones

Staff Writer

I am writing this article to congratu-
late President Bush and his very capable 
cabinet for the manner in which they are 
representing America.  In the past month we 
have seen a transformation of a President.  
The nation’s resiliency to adversity should 
have come as no surprise to anyone, after all, 
President Lincoln lived only 150 years ago, 
and President Kennedy only a few decades 
ago.  What no one saw coming, was that 
President Bush, yes Bush junior in all his 
grammatically incorrect Texan blabber, was 
to pick up the role of leadership and carry it 
and us forth with dignity and compassion.  

I have always been of the opinion that 
good people are made great by the circum-
stances of their times.  The good intentions 
of a person are heard when their voice is 
strong, but they are realized when people 
are willing to listen and help.  In the wake of 
9/11, the blood of those lost has revitalized 
the nation, their spirit now runs in our veins 
and the nation is stronger than ever.

I applaud President Bush for assuring 
the nation that he will sign a campaign fi-
nance reform bill that just passed the House 
and Senate.  Although this campaign finance 
bill leaves much to be desired and might 
fail in the courts, it is necessary to send a 
message, a message that people want the 
little guy’s voice to count as much as the 
big guy’s.  

I commend the President for trying 
to find a path to peace in the Middle East.  
This titanic endeavor will be incredibly 
difficult, but it is imperative that the United 
States send a clear message that violence 
against civilians is unacceptable regardless 
of whether the perpetrators are wearing the 
Israeli uniform or are undercover Palestinian 
“terrorists.”  The Bush administration has 
sent strong messages to both sides, but it has 
also sent them their most capable adminis-
tration officials to talk matters over.

I am especially excited about Bush’s 
increase in foreign aid to third world 
countries to help with development.  This 
increase was pledged not in the United Na-
tions, which does not represent America’s 
interests, but in America and by Americans.  
That America is committed to eliminating 
world poverty is now evident, and the Bush 
team is doing it the way we do it at home: 
by trying to help people help themselves.  
Secretary Paul O’Neill (himself a self-made 
man), in his characteristically impetuous 
way, pointed out the pitiable goals set by 
world development agencies like the World 
Bank, and in a meeting with the president 

of the World Bank, O’Neill spoke the true 
words of compassionate conservatism (or 
“responsible conservatism” as I like to refer 
to it) saying:

“He came over to say we don’t have a 
real difference of opinion, and I said that we 
have a fundamental difference of opinion. 
You see the world in terms of giving people 
more welfare, and I see the world in terms of 
giving people the independence that comes 
with real jobs.” 

These words, along with the larg-
est increase in foreign aid ever, are truly 
comforting.  This is as compassionate as 
it gets.

President Bush is also delivering 
on his promise to the Hispanic popula-
tion, pushing for an amnesty for illegal 
immigrants.  There will be no better way 
to integrate new immigrants into America 
than by giving them full rights; being an 
immigrant myself, I am keenly aware of 
this. The President, aware of the need to 
control immigration has established a close 
tie to his Mexican counterpart, fostering a 
close dialogue.

At the same time, the President is not 
backing down or trying to throw dirt over 
the responsibility that comes with being a 
nuclear power.  The reality of the situation is 
that we have nuclear weapons, and the best 
possible way I can think of using nuclear 
weapons is for deterrence.  Yet, in order for 
deterrence to work, our capability must be 
realistically stated.  It is amazing to hear 
people’s angry reactions to the possibility 
of using nuclear weapons.  Folks, lets be 
realistic, we have nuclear weapons for the 
same reason we have any other military 
instruments; we hope to never use them 
again--because, yes, we did end the war in 
the Pacific theater through the controversial 
usage of nuclear weapons.  Being realistic 
about the military is not as popular as in-
creasing foreign aid, but it is as vital to our 
national security. 

Lastly, but in my opinion, most 
importantly (and, incidentally, also most 
controversially), is the fact that President 
Bush is himself a religious man and supports 
a culture of life.  It is a sad state of affairs 
when people equate their personal rights 
with the suffocation of another’s.  President 
Bush understands this and isn’t hiding from 
it.  He personally spoke at the annual March 
for Life here in D.C. and pro-lifers can count 
on him for his support.

For all of the above I applaud and 
thank our President.  

Praise for President Bush
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The SBA Beat

Ooops … they did it again
In keeping with recent tradition, this year’s Student Association elec-

tions were not without controversy.  Due to an erroneously cast absentee 
ballot, the Presidential election went from a narrow victory for Josh 
Singer into a hotly contested run off, since no candidate managed to 

capture the forty percent of the student vote needed to avoid a run off.  
Student turnout at the law school and throughout the University was 

high and, in the end, Phil Robinson came out victorious in the race for SA 
President by a comfortable margin.

Registration on the Horizon
As another semester draws to a close, it is once again time for students 
to register for classes for the upcoming semester.   2L day and evening 
students along with 3L evening students and LLM students will register 
for classes on March 26th, while 1Ls will register for classes on April 2nd.  

In the coming weeks, the CDO will be sitting in the soft lounge during the 
afternoons waiting to assist students in the process of selecting classes.  
The registration process will conclude on April 4th, when 1L registration 
results are posted.  The whole process may be completed online through 

students’ GWeb accounts.  

Madness in Our House?
Like most academic institutions, the George Washington University Law 
School has not been immune from March Madness.  Several individuals 

are currently participating in pools to determine who will win the coveted 
college basketball tournament.  Others simply root for their undergradu-

ate institution as basketball loyalties pit student against student.  

Double Vision
Yes, Lou Gramm you are seeing double.  In yet another law school reno-
vation, modern double water fountains on each floor have replaced the 
rarely functioning water fountains of the past.  Now students can get a 

cool drink of water with ease, without the fear of the fountain overflow-
ing.  These new fountains can be found on the second, third and fourth 

floors of the law school.

Ghost Town
Due to the fact that the law school’s spring break does not line up with 
the undergraduates spring break, last week the Marvin Center became a 
ghost town.  Limited hours for the establishments inside the center was 
a bi-product of spring break.  Next week, services return to normal as 

the University once again comes back to life.

HLSA in National Moot Court Competition
Two members of GW’s Hispanic Law Students Association (HLSA), Mimi 
Valoy and Jose Rivas, coached by Professor Lorri Unumb, the director 
of GW’s LRW program, recently participated in the Hispanic National 

Bar Association’s Annual Moot Court Competition in Chicago.  The issue 
debated focused on the constitutionality of racial profiling in protecting 
America’s borders.  Valoy won the award for third-best oral advocate, 

out of 82 participants. 

Newly minted SBA President Dé 
Famuyiwa faced a somewhat empty room 
last Tuesday night as he presided over his 
first full meeting of the SBA.  As many as six 
voting members and twenty-one non-voting 
members were absent from the meeting.  
Many of the absences came from the rep-
resentatives of the current graduating third 
year class.  Other absences were a product of 
the fact that many positions within the SBA 
cabinet have to this date not been filled due 
to the transition between administrations.  
The meeting, scheduled to begin at eight 
o’clock, was delayed by ten minutes as 
Famuyiwa and new SBA Treasurer Zach El-
lis mulled over whether enough individuals 
were present to constitute a quorum.

Once Famuyiwa and Ellis determined 
that there were enough voting members 
present, Famuyiwa introduced the new 
representatives to some of the ground rules 
of SBA membership.  “If you have a conflict 
of interest, you cannot vote,” Famuyiwa 
reminded the new members.  Famuyiwa 
also promised to reveal the new SBA cabi-
net by this coming week to avoid similar 
problems with maintaining a quorum at 
future meetings.

Ellis announced that the Budget 
and Finance Committee would be holding 
interviews with all student groups in order 

to determine allotments for next year.  He 
also reminded the SBA that all receipts 
of expenditures needed to be turned in as 
soon as possible in order to help form next 
year’s budget.  The SBA also heard a report 
concerning the law school’s Preview Days, 
which will held this year on the evening of 
April 3rd and during the day on April 5th.   

During the new business portion of 
the meeting, new 3L representative Etan 
Mark discussed some issues important to 
his constituents.  He remarked that he would 
like to see some changes in the library, in-
cluding keeping the second floor entrance 
open past six o’clock and the idea of install-
ing e-mail terminals on the first floor of the 
library.  Famuyiwa and other veteran SBA 
representatives encouraged Mark to discuss 
these ideas with Library Dean Scott Pagel as 
well as the student-faculty committee for the 
library.  “We can make recommendations to 
the school, but we cannot actually change it 
[ourselves],” Famuyiwa said.

The meeting concluded with the pas-
sage of two routine budgetary expenditures 
for student groups.  The next SBA meeting 
will be held on April 2nd at its normal time 
and in its normal location.

By Brandon Moss

Staff Writer

Just when you thought that the elec-
tions for the year were over, the Student 
Association, the student government for 
the entire University, held its elections 
in mid-February 2002.  The new Student 
Association President, Phil Robinson, and 
Executive Vice-President, Eric Daleo, are 
both undergraduates.  This is not to say that 
the Law School has not secured representa-
tion in the Student Association.  The Law 
School has two senators, slots filled by Mark 
Hershfield and Rodney Zwahlen, both of 
whom ran unopposed.  Moreover, breaking 
with a past election tradition which saw the 
Medical School dominate the remaining 
graduate-level Student Association repre-
sentation, two GW Law School students 
were elected as Graduate-at-Large Senators, 
Luciana Melo and Leonor Velazquez.  The 
remaining senatorial seats are filled by stu-
dents in the other schools of the University.  
Nonetheless, with the increased Law School 
representation, Zwahlen hopes that the Law 
School receives the increased support that 
it merits.  

 One common criticism of the 
Student Association is that it has not been 
receptive to the needs of the law school.  
In fact, Hershfield thought that the Student 
Association “didn’t know we existed.”  
Hershfield views the Student Association 
as a “Good Ol Boys network” to which he 
aspires “to shake it up and … be the red 
pepper relish in their sub.”  On the other 
hand, Zwahlen sees the practical limitations 
of any student government, notwithstanding 
any hopes or expectations for the senators to 
do their best.  The Law School senators both 
recognize compromise as an important fea-
ture of getting things done in the upcoming 

Student Association term.  Hershfield credits 
his tenure on the student government at St. 
Mary’s College as giving him experience to-
wards both compromise and sticking by his 
principles.  Furthermore, both Law School 
senators are currently in plans to meet with 
the rest of the Student Association and get 
the year started working together.    

 In past issues of Nota Bene, stu-
dents have complained about parking and 
the costs for using University printers.  
These are two of the areas that Hershfield 
feels that he will confront as a Student As-
sociation senator.  In particular, Hershfield is 
focused on securing different parking rates 
for evening students at the Law School; 
all medical students pay cheaper rates.  
Although he did not identify any particular 
issues that he will commence working on, 
Zwahlen said that he intends to survey the 
students and faculty in order to determine 
what needs to be done.  Most importantly, 
Zwahlen aims “to make sure that all GW stu-
dents have a chance to be heard and to make 
a difference.”  Hershfield recognizes that 
law students are different than the under-
graduates, because “we have been there, we 
have done that … [and w]e have children, 
spouses, and we are more career[-]oriented 
people [than] perhaps the undergrads are.”  
Hershfield wants to achieve “fairness,” plac-
ing the Law School on the same footing as 
the rest of the University’s schools.

Editor’s Note:  Mark Hershfield is the 
News Editor of this publication.  As required 
by the Nota Bene’s Policy on Journalistic 
Conflicts of Interest, News Editor Mark 
Hershfield did not participate in either the 
writing or the editing of this story.

Several Law Students Win 
Positions in GW 
Student Association

By anGelia wade

Opinion Editor

Budget matters dominate major por-
tions of SBA meetings.  The treasurer is the 
individual in charge of allocating student 
funds and the position is a crucial want to 
any SBA administration.  SBA President 
De Famuyiwa did not have to look far to 
find a candidate with the credentials and 
vision to fill the position.  As his first act as 
SBA President, Famuyiwa chose last year’s 
Budget and Finance Director, Zachary Ellis 
to serve as the new treasurer of the SBA.   
According to Famuyiwa the decision was a 
simple one to make.  “I have worked with 
Zach for a little over a year now.  We have 
worked together for about the same time.  I 
think that we have both come a long way 
with the SBA; and are far as policies go, 
we are both “in sync” with each other,” he 
stated. 

Currently, Ellis is a 2L from Spar-
tansburg, South Carolina and has come 
prepared to do his best as treasurer of the 
Student Bar Association. Ellis has spent 
the past year working side-by-side with 
outgoing treasurer Eric LaMons. His efforts 
were spent pursuing that administration’s 
financial goals. Also, Ellis had done similar 
work in college and he remarked that this 
type of position seems to be “his niche.” He 
mentioned that he enjoyed the work this past 
year and wants to pursue some of the same 
financial goals in the coming year. 

The new treasurer commented that 
one of his primary goals is to try to extract 
more money from the Student Association 
(SA). The SBA has had an ongoing battle 
concerning funding with the SA for quite a 
while. He noted that the law school is still 
getting less money than the medical school 

SBA President Selects New 
Treasurer

See TREASURER page 11
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20 Questions
By AngeliA WAde

ONE (HEL)L
By erik BaPtist

Staff Writer

1. Have you ever stepped into the shower only to realize you have 
to use the bathroom and now have to get out of the shower 
wet?

2. How many of you just hold it until you get out of the shower?
3. How many of you don’t hold it and you don’t get out of the 

shower either?
4. Is the Cart Lady going to sing the National Anthem at gradua-

tion?
5. Where are my graduation tickets?
6. How many of you know that it is all downhill after Spring 

Break?
7. Where do professors get off expecting 3Ls to regularly come 

to class?
8. Did ET actually phone home?
9. Do we really care that Glitter is now out on video?
10. Did you throw an Oscar party?
11. How many of you have gotten colds from the changing weather?
12. Can you count the number of lawyer commercials on television?
13. Are you counting down the weeks till summer?
14. Why were there so many undergrads still on campus during 

their Spring Break?
15. Why are Ricki Lake, Jerry Springer and Jenny Jones STILL 

airing on television?
16. Why is it so hard to get up at 9am to attend the exciting 

Trusts & Estates class?
17. Do the sandwiches at Au Bon Pain ever cut the corners of your 

mouth?
18. Do you trust that leftover cheese tray lying in the soft lounge 

after some school event?
19. Have you ever started a sentence with “What had happened 

was…?”
20.  Who will write 20 questions when I’m gone?

Columnist Erik Baptist, unfortunately, 
was unable to write his usual column for 
this week.  Filling in his place, however, is 
Professor Erik Baptist.  Professor Baptist 
decided that his readers needed to be tested 
on whether they have learned anything 
from reading this column.  Therefore, he 
has provided this exam with the answers at 
the end.  Enjoy.  And remember, you’re on 
your honor.

1. What was Erik’s worst interview 
experience?

     a.   Having received an offer only to 
have it withdrawn in the same 
interview.

     b. Having to explain his Torts and 
LRW grades.

     c. Finding out that the interviewer 
is somehow familiar with the 
content of this column.

     d. All of the above.

2. Why did Justice Scalia call the 
law a “stern mistress” at the E 
Building dedication?

     a. Scalia is having marital prob-
lems.

     b. Scalia was having flashbacks 
to that hooker he met in Puerto 
Rico, but he doesn’t remember 
paying.

     c. Scalia later admitted at the lun-
cheon to making a “rare” mistake 
because he really meant to call 
the law a “jealous mistress.”

     d. After graduation, we will all find 
out how much of a demanding 
whore a legal career is.

     e. Both C and D.

3. Why is it called the “E” Build-
ing?

     a. Dean Young wanted to thank 
Erik for improving the quality of 
journalism in America.

     b. Eazy-E went to GW for law 
school.

     c. The school wanted to remind its 
students that the new building 
off G Street is only a few blocks 
away from E Street.

     d. This was the fifth building that 
Joel Trachtenberg has dedicated 
since being at GW and he gives 
them the corresponding letter 
name – hence “E” – until some-
one donates the right amount of 
money.

4. Why did Erik call his date from 
Barrister’s Ball “Reba?”

     a. That was her real name.
     b. That was the name given to her 

on the inflation manual.
     c. She was a very big fan of Reba 

McEntire.
     d. She expressed her strong dislike 

for country music.
5. Did “Reba” even really write 

those comments in Erik’s last 

column?
     a. Yes.  Erik is not a schizophrenic 

freak, and he really wanted to 
avoid any problems with her.

     b. No.  Erik is a schizophrenic 
freak, and “Reba” was not even 
in town when he wrote it.

     c. That’s for you to figure out.

6. When is Erik going to leave us 
alone and just die?

     a. When a robot from the future is 
sent here to kill him.

     b. He won’t – he’s immortal.
     c. Whenever Mark Hershfield fol-

lows through on his “People to 
Kill” List.

     d. When he runs in the Washington, 
D.C. Marathon, for which he 
didn’t train.

     e. Who would ever want to contem-
plate such a tragic event?

     f. Both D and E.

7. Which other school at GW would 
be the best to take a class for 
credit in and why?

     a. The business school, because it 
will make you more appealing 
to firms that deal with corporate 
law.

     b. The med school, so you can 
understand malpractice suits.

     c. The international school, in order 
to solidify your global legal per-
spective.

     d. The undergraduate school, be-
cause of undergrad girls and easy 
classes or, for some, easy girls 
and undergrad classes.

8. Which team would go the far-
thest in the NCAA tournament?

     a. Duke.
     b. Cincinnati.
     c. Georgia.
     d. Kent State???

9. When did Erik start writing his 
case note for the journal competi-
tion?

     a. Friday night.
     b. Saturday.
     c. Sunday.
     d. Monday morning.

10. What will be the title of “ONE 
(HEL)L” after this year?

     a. “TWO (HEL)L.”
     b. “Two’s Company.”
     c. “Inside Baptist’s Head.”
     d. Will Erik even be allowed to 

write for Nota Bene next year?

Thanks for taking this exam.  Here are 
the answers:  (1) d  (2) e  (3) d  (4) d  (5) c  
(6) f  (7) d  (8) d  (9) d  (10) d.

Immigration Careers in the 
Federal Government

Sponsored by the GW Immigration Clinic

Monday, April  1, 2002, 3-4:50
In Room S304. 

Panel Members
Andrew Arthur (GW alum), House Committee on the Judiciary, Sub-

committee on Immigration & Claims

Laura Dawkins (GW alum), Immigration & Naturalization Service
Stuart Hatcher, Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs

Laurence Levine (GW alum), Executive Office for Immigration Re-
view, General Counsel’s office

Tanya Parikh, GW 3L, Department of Justice Honors Program, clerking 
at the Immigration Court in Seattle after graduation

Professor Lorri Unumb, Director of the Legal Research & Writing Pro-
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Crossword Answer on Page 11 

By tasHiBa Monique Jones

Editor-in-Chief

You know, I really hate to complain.  
No really, I do.  But recently, there has been 
a significant change that has greatly im-
pacted my life.  To my surprise, the change 
has occurred in the most unexpected place 
– Au Bon Pain.  I have never been a huge 
fan of Au Bon Pain – the soups are good, 
but I think the sandwiches are overrated 
and overpriced, not to mention the bad 
attitudes of the workers.  But when I did 
venture there, I was always pleased with 
their bagels, especially their asiago cheese 
bagel.  Until recently.  Say I’m a prude, tell 
me I’m overreacting, call me obsessive-
compulsive.  But does anyone else have 
a problem with the fact that the bagels are 
now placed at the entrance of the restaurant 
for all the public to access, cough, sneeze, 
and infect with their germs?  I mean, what 
prompted this change?  

Now some of you may feel that this 
is an issue too insignificant to discuss, but 
I feel it is vital, not only to the health and 
safety of law students but to the constancy 
of students who, like myself, depended on a 
daily bagel.  It’s a very unsanitary condition 
to have food accessible to anyone that walks 
in off the street.  That’s why buffets are not 
as prominent as they once were.  People 
have colds, blow their noses, sneeze and 
cough.  They may even use the bathroom 
without washing their hands, which we 
know is a huge possibility these days.  Then, 
they shake hands with someone, maybe you.  
Then you both walk into Au Bon Pain and 
with your dirty germ-infested hands, you 
reach in and grab a bagel.  Sometimes you 
don’t like the bagel that you first pick up, 
so you put that one down and grab another 
one.  Germs, germs, germs. 

They should’ve never moved the 
bagels from behind the counter to put them 

at the entrance.  Exclusive control of the ba-
gels should have been left with the workers.  
While it is true that the people who work at 
Au Bon Pain also have dirty hands – from 
handling money in addition to handling our 
food, etc. – that situation is not as grave as 
this one currently is.  I’d rather deal with 
two or three workers with dirty hands than 
hundreds of customers with dirty hands.  

This situation hurts me deeply.  Three 
times a week, faithfully, I would stroll over 
to Au Bon Pain to get my asiago cheese 
bagel.  It was satisfying, yet not too filling, 
and it was cheap.  Now, what do I have to 
replace it with?  A pretzel from the cart lady?  
Not unless I want a mouthful of aluminum 
foil too.  A jamba juice?  I can barely afford 
metro fare, let alone the price of that stuff.  
These decisions affect so many lives.  I just 
wish they had asked me before they decided 
to move the bagels.  

I believe that people should make 
well-informed decisions.  Based on this 
information, I have decided to no longer 
purchase bagels from Au Bon Pain.  Instead, 
I have resorted to the dry, yet low-fat, animal 
crackers that can be purchased from the 
cart lady (no aluminum) for a low price of 
fifty cents.  You all, do what you will, but 
at least you are informed.  Just remember 
that the next time decide to walk over to Au 
Bon Pain to get a bagel, you may be getting 
more than what you paid for. 

Bagels in the Midst

INSIDE
HERSHFIELD’S 

HEAD
BY MARK HERSHFIELD

Like many other law students, I went home for Spring 
Break.  For me home is the great State of New Jersey 
(couldn’t you have guessed that by my “glowing” person-
ality?).  On my way back home to Jersey I learned three 
valuable lessons: (1) Listening to Styx, Wham and Dokken 
will make you delirious, (2) thank goodness for rest stops 
all the way up Route 95, and (3) there are too many stupid 
tolls on the way home.  Instead of talking about my addic-
tion to the 1980s or my small bladder, I wanted to take the 
time to talk about tolls.

It costs $7 to get from the DC area to New Jersey.  I 
know what you are thinking: $7, who cares about $7?  For 
some it might be a drop in the bucket, but for some of us 
who are struggling for cash it is a major burden.  Besides, 
what do I get for $7?   The tolls break down as follows: 
$1 to avoid Baltimore (probably well worth it), $4 to go 
from Harford County to Cecil County (I will get back 
to this one) and $2 to ride through the ten-mile stretch 
we call “Delaware.”  If you are thinking the tolls are for 
the scenery, then you have obviously never driven on 
Route 95 before.

Tolls on roads are a ridiculous idea.  They cause cars 
and trucks to slow down and that leads to traffic jams.  I 
don’t mind waiting in traffic if there is an accident, but for 
toll booths?  What kind of an idiot designs a system, which 
creates gridlock?  To make matters worse, while I am devel-
oping road rage, I am also polluting the environment.  Idle 
cars are a major source of pollutions, and my car is never 
more idle then when I am sitting in traffic.

Supporters of tolls will argue that they bring jobs and 
revenue to the state.  I don’t mean to offend anybody, but 
the days of the Daley Machine and Tammany Hall are over; 
there is no longer a need for patronage jobs, like toll collec-
tor (sorry, Adam Sandler).  Heck, with the Fast Pass system 

these jobs are disappearing anyway.  Collecting revenue is 
a laudable goal, but have you ever heard of taxes?  They 
also bring in revenue.  Of course there is a major difference 
between taxes and tolls.  

Tolls punish out-of-staters and taxes only impact in-
state residents.  As far as I am concerned, this has the strong 
stench of a restriction on commerce between states.  For 
example, if it cost ten dollars for the “privilege” of driving 
through Delaware, I would find an alternative route (aka, 
I would go twenty miles out 

of my way over 
the Conniwingo Dam and through PA).  States, 
who impose high tolls on people, can force individuals and 
businesses to circumvent their State.  This would cause 
major problems for commerce between the states, the exact 
problem that the framers were concerned with when they 
created the commerce clause.  Hence, the constitutional 
violation.

Of course, overall I have been irritated the most by 
the toll for the “privilege” of traveling between Harford 
County, MD and Cecil County, MD.  Up until the fall, the 

toll was two dollars, now all of a sudden it is four dollars.  
Can someone please explain this one to me?  Is there some-
thing other than cows and horse manure that I am missing 
when I drive through Cecil County?  I can understand why 
you have to pay a toll for the “privilege” of leaving New 
Jersey, but a toll to go from one part of the state to another?  
I love Maryland, but such a toll makes me embarrassed to 
live in the State.  At two dollars the toll was still a bad idea, 
but at four dollars this toll is ridiculous.

When campaigning for the position of Governor of 
New Jersey, Brett Shundler proposed eliminating tolls on 
the Garden State Parkway.  Many people slammed him for 
being fiscally irresponsible by coming forward with this 
proposal, but I thought it was a great idea.  The idea of 
stopping every five minutes to throw thirty-five cents in 
a bucket was never one of my favorite past times.  Tolls 
cause traffic jams and stress among drivers.  They are an 
undemocratic and un-American idea.  We should all have 
the freedom to travel on whatever road we choose.  The 
days of private roads (for the most part) are over.  The 

highways belong to all Americans regardless of wealth.  
With tolls, this is not the case.  It’s time we take a stand 
against tolls.

Paying for the Privilege of Leaving New Jersey
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Student Organization Spotlight: The Environmental 
Law Association

By eddie GoMez

Features Editor

The Nota Bene will be spotlighting a student or-
ganization every issue.  This week, we are featuring the 
Environmental Law Association.  We will strive to reveal 
as much as we can, including the goals of the organization 
and other juicy tidbits of information.  Enjoy.

How the hell are you?
Um...fine.

Who the hell are you?
I’m Jaime Raich.  

What do you do?
I’m the President-elect of the Environmental Law 

Association and I’m a 2L.

What does The Environmental Law Association 
do in an average semester?

This year we had a big white water rafting trip.  We 
went to the Youghiouheny River in Pennsylvania, near 
Pittsburgh.  We had about 52 students attend and it was a 
wild day of good whitewater.  We’re going to make that an 
annual event.  We also do a lot of things to inform students 
about environmental law professors, classes, and careers.  
We’re going to have a Meet the Professors Night where the 
students can meet the professors.  It’ll be catered with wine 
and beer – real nice.  We also travel to the Supreme Court to 
hear environmental cases.  In past years, we’ve had brown 
bag discussions about the science underlying environmental 
law.  We’ve also sent student representatives to the Smart 
Growth Conference, sponsored by Prof. Weiss.  

What’s the deal with the Smart Growth Confer-
ence?

It’s at GW and it’s a national conference.  Smart 
Growth is how to control urban sprawl.  It’s about planning 
your urban areas to try to curb unnecessary and environmen-
tally-threatening sprawl.  Prof. Weiss runs a conference on it 
every year and we try to be there.  He’s a big shot with Smart 
Growth.  We try to stay informed of what he does and then 
we subsidize student representatives to the conference.   

What do you have coming up next?
We have four things coming up.  March 26 is Meet 

the Professors Night.  A lot of the adjuncts and full-time 
faculty will be there.  Fancy – beer and wine.  Also on April 
11 (tentative), we will have an energy policy panel discus-
sion.  This is a big deal because both the House and Senate 
are debating energy bills.  This panel will take place after 
this session of Congress ends, so we can talk about the new 
laws.  Right after classes end, we will have a clean up of the 
Anacostia River during the afternoon.  We will paddle out 
there in canoes and try to clean up trash – environmental ser-
vice.  On the same day of the energy policy panel discussion, 
we’re going to have a fundraiser in order to buy pollution 
credits on the Chicago Commodities Exchange.

What are these pollution credits?
You have to buy the right to emit a certain pollutant.  

The government in a certain area will cap a certain pollut-
ant (i.e., carbon monoxide) at this level and they cannot 
pass this level ever, so there is a market because people 
need to emit these pollutants for business.  We will use the 
money to buy as many credits as possible and take them 
off the market.

What benefits can a law student enjoy from joining 
the Environmental Law Association?

They can get outlines, advice, and they can meet 
people who do environmental law in different fields, such 
as the government, public interest, and in firms.  

How big are you guys?
We have a good-sized organization, about 40 mem-

bers.  

Do you have any long-term plans?
We want to make the school green.  We want to have 

the school entirely powered by wind and solar and we 
envision large wind turbines in the quad.  We also want to 
replace all building materials with natural, recycled building 
materials such as Straw-bell.  

I see.  What course would you like to see in GW 
Law School?

A Constitutional law class discussing why trees and 
birds should have standing.  

Interesting.  Do you have a favorite tree or animal 
or other environmental thing?

My favorite tree is the Water Birch.  My favorite bird 
is the Swallow-Tailed Kite.  My favorite national park is 
the Everglades National Park.  My favorite living creature 
is the Grizzly Bear.

What should one do if one is interested in join-
ing?

You can e-mail me at jraich@law.gwu.edu for in-
formation or if you have questions.  You can also show 
up to meetings.  You don’t need to even be interested in 
environmental law. Some are here because they like the 
outdoors, while others really are interested in environmental 
law.  Others just like the healthy vegetarian food we serve 
at meetings – it’s our signature.  

By anGelia wade

Opinion Editor

“When you have an opinion, I’ll give 
it to you!” I’m sure you’ve heard this before. 
Well, I don’t abide by that principle, at least 
not always. As Opinions Editor of the news-
paper, I get to say just about whatever I want 
on whatever subject. Sometimes I write 
what may seem to some as harsh or unusual. 
When you have an opinion, I DON’T want 
to give it to you.  Yet, my question is, “Do 
you really have an opinion at all?”

When I began writing the bi-weekly 
column, I thought surely that I would get 
responses from individuals who either re-
ally agreed with me or were vehemently 
opposed to my view.  After all, this is law 
school. We are trained to express our views 
with intelligence and authority.  We are told 
to look at issues from all the angles, not 
just one person’s view. Still, this has not 
prompted students to write in to Nota Bene 
to express their views or to simply applaud 
an article, opinion, news or feature. I would 
like to have someone disagree with me.   If 
someone outside of the law school were to 
read Nota Bene on a regular basis, would 
they be surprised at the lack of response to 
the writers’ columns?  I have pretty strong 
views about nearly everything. I research 
the facts so that my opinion is based on the 
most accurate information available.  I do 
this not only because it is what I suppose 
is good “journalism,” but also because I 
want to educate the readers of the paper.  I 

That’s Just 
My Opinion

Great Holiday Rates - $95.00*per night 
Including Continental Breakfast for two

Enjoy a Suite for an additional $20.00 per night
*Per night based on double occupancy

 Available Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday - March 28 – 31, 2002

Call today for reservations (202) 530-3600 or 1-800-829-5034
The St. Gregory in the Heart of it all, three blocks to metro and walking 

distance to the Monuments

This Easter-Passover Weekend - Have your Parents visit you!

2033 M Street NW    Washington, DC 20036

have expressed fervent opinions on Enron, 
Andrea Yates and affirmative action.  I 
honestly thought that my expression would 
garner written responses to increase student 
participation or interest in Nota Bene.  Not 
much luck there. 

In our last issue, however, we had 
a number of responses to a few stories 
recently published in the newspaper. I was 
thrilled to see such interest in that issue.  I 
encourage all who read Nota Bene to tell us 

what you think — about anything.  It’s not 
really your opinion if you don’t express it. 
And that’s just my opinion.
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Paul’s Movie
Experience

By Paul J. Meissner

Paul goes “back to the future” with 
The Time Machine

Bill & Ted’s Excellent Advice
Dear Bill & Ted,
I am not a GW Law student, but my friend gave me 

your paper to read one time and I thought you guys could 
help me out.  Last week was my spring break and I told my 
girlfriend I was going to visit my grandmother.  Instead, I 
went to Atlantic City, lost $1000 gambling, went to a strip 
bar, got drunk as a skunk, and took one of the strippers home 
(OK, I made that last part up to look cool...).  What should 
I tell her when she asks about where I went?

Bill: Hey, Mr. I Couldn’t get into GW Law School.  
The way I see it dude, you got two options.  The first is that 
you could stick with the story about visiting your grandma.  
When she asks why you smell like cheap beer and even 
cheaper women, you could tell her your grandma’s last wish 
was to go to a sleazy club.  When she asks why you lost 
the money, you could tell her that on your way to the club, 
you met some starving children and you gave them some 
money.  Now of course, she isn’t gonna believe one word 
of this.  Let’s face it, women are smarter than men (at least 
smarter than you, Mr. I am too dumb to get into GW law 
school).  Therefore, I advocate telling her the truth.  After 

all, we are men and we have to stand up and be proud of 
who we are.  Men were not born on their hands and knees, 
nor should they spend their life in that position. 

Tell her exactly what you did.  Tell her that you hung 
out with your boys and you went to a strip club.  Is there 
anything wrong with that?  Haven’t you ever heard of “look, 
but don’t touch?”  Tell her you lost money gambling.  Do 
you know of anyone who has gone to Atlantic City and 
came back with a profit?  After you tell her this, you will 
feel much better.  Besides, she will appreciate your honesty.  
Sure she may slap you a couple times and start screaming 
about you being a real loser, but in the end it will pay off.  
You see, women like honesty.  For example, when your girl 
asks you how she looks, tell her the truth!  Seriously, dude, 
if you live your life like Bill Clinton you are bound to get 
tangled in a web of lies.  If you come out telling the truth, 
your girl will respect you.  In the short term it might be a 
major bummer, but if your girl stays with you, you have 
found a winner.  Besides, if she dumps you, we can go scope 
out some babes and when you roll with Bill, you’re sure to 
give the ladies a thrill!!!

Ted:  Have I mentioned that Bill is an idiot?  Usually, 

I’m the guy who tells you to play it straight and tell her the 
truth.  This is not one of those times...unless you enjoy sleep-
ing alone on the couch for the next month.  Hopefully, you’re 
smarter than my idiot friend, and you’ll wash yourself up 
before seeing your girlfriend.  Then, when she asks you how 
your weekend went, think of Bill Clinton in a deposition.  
“I can’t recall.  That depends on what the definition of ‘lost 
$1,000’ is.”  Or try, “I did not have sexual relations with 
that woman.”  Basically, be evasive.  

If you listen to Bill, on the other hand, the best you 
can hope for is the cold shoulder for a couple of weeks, 
followed by “the look” for at least a year after.  Ah yes, 
“the look...”  Us guys, no matter how tough we try to be, 
become babbling idiots when faced with “the look.”  Re-
member this, and try to keep the babble incoherent when 
she hits you with it.  Otherwise, you’ve just lied on top of 
everything else you’ve done, and now you’ve just told her 
about it.  Well, good luck, and next time, try and come up 
with a better cover story...Grandma in Atlantic City???  
Where else would your grandma be in AC but in a casino?  
What were you thinking???

Some stories seem to come back again and again and 
Time Machine is no exception.  The Time Machine first de-
buted as a quick read, written by the Victorian Sci-Fi writer 
H.G. Wells, the first true science fiction author.  The Time 

Machine story was adapted into a movie made in the 1960s.  
That movie basically followed the timeless classic but 
had a few plot twists 
meant to reflect the 
Cold War.

In this telling 
of the Time Machine 
saga, Guy Pearce 
plays Alexander, 
more  commonly 
referred to as “The 
Professor.”  The Pro-
fessor invented his 
steam-powered ap-
paratus to go back to 
save his girlfriend, 
Emma, from certain 
death.  Failing at 
preventing her in-
evitable demise, he 
decided to go into the 

future to answer his question, “Could the past be altered?”  
Along the way he visited a neo-New York City complete 
with larger-than-life skyscrapers and a holographic librarian, 
played by Orlando Jones (the 7-Up guy).

Unable to find a satisfying answer, the Professor 
pressed onward into the future.  In his time travels, the 
Professor encounters earth-shattering catastrophe.  As part 
of man’s colonization of the Moon, its orbit was drastically 
altered making pieces of it collide with the Earth.  As a 
result, the earth’s climate and civilization itself ceased to 
exist as we knew it.  Emerging almost 800,000 years into 
the future, The Professor confronts the relatively benign race 
of agrarian people, known as the Eloi.  The Eloi live in pre-
industrial bliss but are plagued with bad dreams and sporadic 
plundering by the Morlocks, a terrifying subterranean race 
with limited intelligence and superhuman strength.  It is up 
to the Professor, of course, to wage war on behalf of the 
Eloi against their oppressors and to answer his question if 
the past could be changed.

Unlike most people who harshly critique science fic-
tion, I am an avid lover of the genre.  I grew up watching the 
stuff.  I remember the old Time Machine movie, old reruns 
of Star Trek, and, of course, 2001:  A Space Odyssey.  (No, 

I did not mention Star 
Wars because Star 
Wars is not really sci-
ence fiction.)  Besides 
watching movies and 
television, I even 
read the mainstays 
of science fiction 
literature including 
Isaac Asimov, Arthur 
C. Clarke, and H.G. 
Wells.

That all being 
said, now I can truly 
tell you what I think 
about this recent re-
make of the Time 
Machine.  Much like 
other science fiction/

2½ Stars out of 4Jeremy Irons as the leader of the Morlocks

Guy Pearce as the Professor

fantasy movies that have come out in the last ten years, the 
movie is unbelievably 
creative.  The specula-
tions of things to come, 
future genetic evolution, 
and civilization’s fall 
from grace were all pro-
vocative and astound-
ing.  Second, much like 
the recent re-imagina-
tion of the Planet of the 
Apes and Star Wars: 
Episode I, this movie 
uses dramatic computer 
imagery and wonderful 
special effects.  The old 
mainstays of the blue 
screen and stop-motion 
cinematography were 

used in a wonderful way.
However, much like the new Planet of the Apes and 

The Fifth Element, the overall story itself was nothing to 
write home about.  This movie had a lot of stock characters 
who did not seem to be very interesting.  The plot was more 
predictable than Star Wars: Episode I.  (Oh God, why are 
they on Tattooine again?)  In the new Time Machine, the 
main characters lived on impulse and had no real motivation 
for their actions.  I just did not understand why the Profes-
sor had to go forward in time in order to try to change the 
past.  The only character I really liked was Orlando Jones’s 
character as the futuristic holographic librarian that seemed 
to still exist in the year 801,702.

Balancing the beautiful special effects and the lack of 
character development, I would have to say that this movie 
was not too bad.  Overall, if you like science fiction or cool 
special effects, this is a pretty good movie.  However, if you 
are big on logical plotlines and sympathetic characters, you 
may be better off staying home.

Samantha Mumba as Mara, 
one of the Eloi



Page  �    Tuesday, March �6, �00� Nota Bene

features

By eddie GoMez

Features Editor

The following are a series of journal 
entries from my trip over Spring Break.  The 
names of the individuals involved have been 
altered for the sake of privacy and the fact 
that they all will be filling out bar applica-
tions in the near future. 

Monday, March 11, 2002 – So a 
bunch of my buddies got together at my 
house in Miami and prepared to drive 4 
hours to our Spring Break destination: the 
Conch Republic, Key West.  The group 
consisted of six GW Law students: Dick, the 
shortest and sloppiest drunk of the group; 
James, the environmentally-conscious 
kayaker; Pat, the more calm and mature 
one, who is concerned about his “invest-
ments”; Jason, the oldest and largest of the 
group, yet the one in the midst of mental 
puberty; Joe, the horniest and most sexually 
depraved of all of us; and me, the dashing 
and well-spoken intellectual...We started 
driving down in a Sebring Coupe and the 
local car of choice for most Key Westerners, 
a Sebring Convertible, so we were already 
fitting in... A pack of cigarettes later, we hit 
the famous Seven Mile Bridge, one of the 
modern Wonders of the World.  I’m not sure 
if the bridge is actually seven miles long, 
but it surely felt like it and it gave me the 
perfect chance to play some Jimmy Buffett, 
as the Bridge is just outside Key West.  Ten 
minutes from the key, I noticed a number 
of small businesses lining U.S. 1 (the only 
road leading in and out of Key West).  One 
of these businesses was called Another 
Real Estate Company.  Right next to it was 
Another Law Firm and I thought, “That’s 
the way to go.  I’ve been a fool”....As we 
entered Key West, the passenger in my car, 
Dick, said ”Alright man, we’re here.  Time 
for some music.”  “Okay,” I said.  Then I 
heard 2 Live Crew’s Greatest Hits coming 
out of my speakers and I knew things were 
going to get dirty....Monday night rolls 
around and we’re all drunk as hell.  We go 
to some Irish bar, and after six beers and 
watching a number of women take off their 
tops on stage, I noticed that a very large and 
muscular man was pointing and laughing at 
me.  After looking around and making sure 
he wasn’t pointing at someone else, I asked 
him if he had a crush on me.  He looked 
shocked and said he didn’t, so I sarcastically 
informed him that if he had a crush on me, 
he should tell me.  At this point, Jason tells 
me that in my drunken stupor, I’ve almost 
started a fight with Damon Huard, a former 
Miami Dolphins quarterback.  I knew it 
was time to go home....On his way home 
at 3 a.m., Dick stumbles into a bar and 
casually starts a conversation with a tall, 
attractive woman.  While slurring his name, 
he notices an Adam’s apple and comes to 
the realization that he is standing in a bar 
full of men and drag queens.  He charlie-
horses “Donna” (remember boys, never 
hit a girl) and starts walking home to tell 
us about it....Joe, on the other hand, would 
have the most bizarre story of the night.  As 
he’s stumbling southbound on Duval Street 
on the way to our hotel at about 5 a.m., he 
looks to his left and sees a neon sign that 
says “OPEN,” so he walks in.  He did not 
notice the red lantern by the door outside, 
nor did he notice that he just walked into 
“The Scrub Club,” a “bathhouse” right on 
Duval Street.  A man walks out with two 
sleepy women and informs Joe that it was 
“100 dollars to get started and then anything 
that you and the lady agree on.”  Joe was in 
a brothel.  In his daze, he was in no condi-
tion to argue, so he paid the $100 and chose 

Memoirs from Spring Break
Lina, a Czech beauty.  After following her 
to her room (which was decorated as if she 
lived there – and she probably did), they 
“talked” and Dick needed another $200 to 
“continue.”  As expected, she urged him to 
give her the money upfront, so he walked 
naked into the Scrub Club lobby at 5:30 a.m. 
and withdrew $200 from the conveniently 
located ATM machine there.  After paying 
the woman and....um, anyway, he walked 
home and at about 6:30 a.m., got back to 
our room and informed us that he just paid 
$300 for something he could have gotten 
for free.  Oh well.

Tuesday, March 12, 2002 – All of 
our heads hurt and we feel nauseous, so 
we decide to lay out by the pool and have 
a few drinks (what better cure is there for a 
hangover?).  Everyone orders some Bloody 
Marys and the sloppiness slowly returns.  
After half a dozen, Pat has taken over the 
entire pool and is basically running the 
show.  He has befriended a group of rea-
sonably unattractive college students from 
UNC-Charlotte.  Lets name them Fugly, 
Smugly, Squiggly, MoFugly, and Stanky.  
They just love Pat.  At one point, Pat asks 
them in a calm and soothing voice, “Hey 
guys, do you all wanna see me imitate a 
whale?”  “Yeaaa.”  “Okay, here goes.”  Then 
he just floats face down for a few seconds 
and exposes his back before he dives down.  
All of us look on in disbelief, but the girls 
love him.  He buys everyone many drinks.  
From now on, he would be called “The 
Commodore” for his ability to command an 
audience of unattractive women by doing 
stupid tricks....After getting some sun, we 
go out to a bar called Rick’s...this place is 
buckwild.  Apparently, there is a wet T-shirt 
contest at midnight....Ok, it’s 12:15, where’s 
the contest?...It is now 1 a.m., and we have 
all realized that there is no contest; it is 
simply a ploy to keep patrons buying drinks.  
Jason says, “Hey, that’s a misrepresentation!  
Second Restatement section.....”  So we hit 
him in the face – really hard....Dick and Joe 
don’t feel like waiting half an hour to use 
the bathroom, so they ask me if they could 
take turns sitting in my seat.  You see, we 
had gotten our hands on the best tables in 
the bar and places to rest your rear become 
priceless commodities when you’re drunk 
and want to sit.  I graciously give up my seat 
and soon discover that Dick and Joe have 
urinated in discarded cups.  They place the 
cups back on the table after they’re done.  
Thanks guys...I notice that Joe has disap-
peared with MoFugly (a.k.a. Candy Cane 
since she wears bikini tube tops and no 
sunblock, making her pasty skin look like 
a candy cane).  I later find out that Joe had 
spent some time with MoFugly at 
Rick’s and later took 
her to the dock to 
“hang out.”  
Looking 
f o r  a 
p r i -
vate 
lo-

cation to “hang out,” Joe and MoFugly 
settle on a dark corner next to some utility 
building.  As they were “hanging out,” they 
hear some moaning and see some move-
ment.  A homeless man had approached 
them and was apparently wondering why 
they picked his sleeping area to “hang out.”  
So Joe and MoFugly’s romantic rendezvous 
was abruptly terminated by a homeless 
man.  Luckily, Joe didn’t feel so bad about 
it...After some more drinks, we grab hot 
dogs on the way home and pass out.  They 
were damn good hot dogs too – no cart 
lady crap.

Wednesday, March 13, 2002 – We 
are lodged at the Southernmost Hotel.  
Named as such because it is the southern-
most hotel in the U.S.  Cute.  Funny how 
just down the street, there are more hotels.  
Jason, Pat, and James are staying in # 398.  
Right around the corner in #274 are Joe, 
Dick, and myself (lucky me).  Even though 
we paid the same rate, #398 has a fridge and 
a beautiful balcony covered in lush vegeta-
tion overlooking the pool.  Bastards!  #274, 
however, reminds everyone of Jeff Spicoli’s 
van in Fast Times at Ridgemont High, so I 
guess everything balanced out in the end....
Another afternoon of The Commodore get-
ting all of us drunk.  We take it easier this 
time though....Back at Rick’s, at the same 
table.  As I was sitting there with Dick, I no-
ticed a girl chain-smoking over Dick’s right 
shoulder.  She soon ran out of cigarettes and 
moved on to a clove cigarette.  She got sick 
of the taste after half of it and put it out.  I 
kind of felt bad for her, but my attention 
was temporarily drawn elsewhere.  When 
I turn back to her, she’s attempting to light 
an 8-inch cigar – with matches.  Of course, 
after we were laughing for a good half hour, 
she still hadn’t managed to light it and had 
wet the first two inches of her cigar with her 
saliva.  Without running the risk of sound-
ing obscene, she looked like she was doing 
something else.  Realizing that her night was 
not going to get any better, she gets up and 
starts walking out of Rick’s.  She, along with 
85% of the girls in Key West, was wearing 
low-rise jeans.  These black jeans, however, 
were riding a bit too low and her red G-string 
was sticking out by three or four inches.  It 
was not a pretty sight, but worth quite a few 
laughs....James had been frustrated with the 
whole “Spring Break thing” and figured that 
a better strategy would be to go to one of 
the local bars and try to meet people there.  
He met people alright – people with missing 
teeth named Captain Earl.  But he found a 
local drink there called “The Ganj” (pro-
nounced “Gawnj”).  Though his mission had 
failed, he discovered the ganj, and soon we 
were all “rocking the ganj,” just like Captain 

Earl taught us to.  

Thursday, March 14, 2002 – We 
rocked the ganj all night, so we were hun-
gry and burnt today.  We decide to go out 
for a bite and watch a bit of the NCAA 
tournament.  Dick rocked a bit too much 
and started dry heaving, so he decides to 
go home and, on the way, grab some Pepto 
Bismol and toilet paper (yes, it was that 
bad).  As he’s walking home from the phar-
macy, he spots the girl he spent the previous 
night with and says hello.  Unfortunately, 
he forgot he was holding a bottle of Pepto 
in one hand and two rolls of toilet paper in 
the other.  Needless to say, things fizzled 
after that...So we get a head start on the 
partying on our last night and we decide 
to attend Key West’s daily Sunset Festival 
at the northern tip of the key.  The sunset 
is spectacular and right as the sun hits the 
horizon, a large Cutter (basically a big 
sailboat with two masts) crosses it.  It was 
nice and we all got emotional (not really).  
So we decide to get drunk.  We were tired 
from rocking the ganj the night before, so we 
start taking shots.  A bartender introduced us 
to another wonderful drink – the Diamond-
cutter.  The diamondcutter had a bunch of 
Red Bull, vodka, and other ingredients in it 
and it tasted quite good.  For some reason, 
a bunch of the girls around us kept having 
diamondcutters – so we just kept feeding 
them diamondcutters as much as we could 
and whenever possible.  When the bill came, 
we took off and let some random women 
and their “man friends” pay for us.  So, 
in the end, the girls got the shaft and we 
got the diamondcutters....Back at Rick’s, I 
think...time to go home...strip club?  Sure.  
So we ask the cops on the street which one 
they think is better.  Damn, this city’s great!  
Too bad the strippers are horrid...hot dogs?  
Ok!...ah, bed....Is that Dick dry heaving 
again?  Oh no.

Friday, March 15, 2002 – We’ve 
dreaded this day since we got here, but it 
is upon us.  Dick is dreading it more than 
anyone, being that his eyes are bloodshot 
and his head has inflated due to constant 
dry heaving.  So he asks us to get him an 
“anti-emetic.”  None of us have any clue 
what an anti-emetic is so I jokingly ask 
him, “What?  You want an anti-Semitic?”  
“Nooo....[barf, barf].”  So Joe and I leave 
to get Dick’s “anti-emetic.”  Instinctively, 
we head to Eckerd’s diarrhea section and 
are unsuccessful because: 1. we can’t re-
member what exactly it was that he wanted, 
and 2. even if we did remember, we didn’t 
know what the hell it was.  Showing some 
signs of intelligence, Joe tells me, “Hey, 
I’m gonna ask the pharmacist for Dick’s 
medicine.”  Good idea, I thought.  Joe asks 
the pharmacist, “Excuse me, we’re looking 
for a medicine for our friend who’s dry 
heaving.”  “Well, there’s some Pepto Bismol 
over there.”  “No, he needs an anti-Semitic.”  
“What......?”  Well, we eventually found his 
“anti-emetic.”  It turns out it was a real kind 
of medicine for nausea and sea-sickness.  
Who’d have thought?....Per Dick’s request, 
we leave the not-so-Southernmost Hotel and 
listen to Jimmy Buffett all the way up U.S. 
1 back to my house in Miami.  And as we’re 
cruising through mangroves and turquoise 
waters, a line from Jimmy Buffett’s “He 
Went to Paris” rings true – “Some of it’s 
magic and some of it’s tragic, but I’ve had 
a good life all the way.....”
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Clinic Spotlight: 
The Domestic Violence Litigation Clinic 

eleanor a. Hunt

Student director, Jacob burnS community LegaL cLin-
icS

 The Domestic Violence Litigation Clinic (also 
known as The Domestic Violence Advocacy Project or 
“DVAP”) offers law students a host of emotional and pro-
fessional rewards. 

 DVAP represents low-income battered women 
(mainly) and their children. The clinic students represent 
victims of domestic violence in civil protection order (CPO) 
cases and private prosecutions of criminal contempt. The 
first 2 weeks of the semester involve intensive training in 
order to prepare students for their caseload during the semes-
ter. “My goal for the first two weeks is to get the students 
up to speed on the IntraFamily Offense Act, the court rules, 
and the case law,” explained Professor De Sanctis, who 
has taught DVAP for the past 3 years.  “I teach the students 
to understand each set of authority, to use each authority 
persuasively and to be able to advocate from each. We also 
do interviewing and counseling role plays to get students 
familiar with client interactions. Students attend a domestic 
violence unit training where court personnel speak, includ-
ing the presiding domestic violence judge, court negotiators, 
clerks, and a domestic intervention project representative. 
This training teaches the students about the court unit they 
will be walking into. The students also do an intensive trial 
advocacy training where they learn general trial advocacy 
skills and learn to tailor those skills to a domestic violence 
unit judge.” Because of the intensive training provided at 
the beginning of the semester, the clinic is “front loaded.”  
This means that students attend 6 classes in the first 2 weeks 
of the semester, but for 4 weeks during the semester, there 
are no weekly seminars, providing students with adequate 
time to work on their cases. 

 DVAP serves a dual purpose. “The first is helping 
victims in need,” explained Professor De Sanctis. “A lot of 
victims can’t make it through the system without represen-
tation.  This clinic provides quality services to low-income 
victims of domestic violence.  The second function of the 
clinic is to train students to become great litigators and to 
understand the psychosocial dynamics of domestic violence. 
I enjoy working with students who are interested in the clinic 
for either or both of those reasons.” 

 The Clinic teaches about the problem of domestic 
violence through an interdisciplinary approach. Professor 
De Sanctis teaches the law-oriented classes that focus on 
CPO’s and negotiations, as well as trial advocacy skills.  
Professor Hansen, who teaches the Domestic Violence 
Emergency Department Clinic, instructs DVAP students 
on the more theoretical aspects of domestic violence, such 
as domestic violence and children and why men batter.  
Professor Blum, a clinical social worker, who co-teaches 
DVAP, trains students about trauma, vicarious trauma, and 

advanced interviewing skills. “This [multidisciplinary] 
approach is crucial, especially in this clinic, because you 
are dealing with clients who have been through a traumatic 
experience,” explained Francina Segbefia, a 3L and former 
DVAP student. “You have to know how to deal with a person 
who has been through such an ordeal or you may never 
establish that rapport you need to effectively represent the 
client. At the same time, the student may also experience 
vicarious trauma from dealing with clients or children who 
have been through traumatic events and the multidisci-
plinary approach teaches students how to deal with their 
own problems.” Stephanie Yu, a 3L who is currently enrolled 
in the clinic, agrees.  “For DV it’s particularly important 
to have a multidisciplinary approach because your clients 
are, by definition, going to be dealing with a whole host of 
issues.  Having a background in DV, no matter how minor, is 
helpful in understanding why a client behaves a certain way 
during your initial interviews and subsequent contacts.”

 DVAP provides students with real litigation and 
negotiation experience. “The Clinic usually takes 6-8 cases 
to disposition, per semester,” said Professor De Sanctis.  
“About 1 case per semester goes to trial.  However, each 
case is prepared as if it is proceeding to trial because students 
do not know that a case will settle until the morning of the 
trial.  The student goes to court, negotiates, and then makes 
a court appearance even if there is no trial.  Each student 
is paired in a team of 2 or 3, depending on the number of 
students enrolled in the clinic that semester. Each team 
typically takes 2 cases to disposition by the end of the 
semester; however, students usually work with more than 
2 clients because many clients decide not to go forward 
part way through the student’s preparation. The two things 
that I like the best are working with students on their trial 
preparation, and watching students try cases.” 

 Brian Williams, a 3L currently enrolled in DVAP, 
recalls a negotiation experience. “My partner and I success-
fully negotiated an agreement with a Respondent, giving 
our client the majority of the remedies that she was asking 
for, and getting the Respondent to ‘admit’ in open court the 
things he had done to our client. That can be one of the best 
victories for a client –– having the abuser admit in a court-
room what he did, is a strong moral victory and gave our 
client a level of self-confidence.”  “Most of the students are 
successful in obtaining protection orders for their clients,” 
said Segbefia.  “My first case was a huge success. Our client 
couldn’t stop thanking us and the look of gratitude on her 
face made it worth all the work.” 

 DVAP gives students a better understanding of the 
litigation process.  “I’m leaning towards litigation to start off 
my legal career,” said Yu.  “I think it’s pretty amazing how 
litigators take care of so many aspects of a case – fact find-
ing, research, writing, oral advocacy – they do everything.  
That sort of variety is attractive to me, and participating in 
the clinic gives you a first- hand perspective of what really 

goes on in litigation.  When you clerk or do your summer 
associate work, you often see only a small portion of what 
goes on because litigation takes so long and you’re really 
low on the totem pole.  Doing the DVAP clinic allows you 
to take a case from beginning to end.  The DV calendar is 
very compressed – there usually is about 10 to 14 days from 
when we open a case to the hearing.” 

 In addition to litigation and negotiation skills, stu-
dents take away from the clinic a whole host of professional 
skills, including counseling, teamwork and organizational 
skills. “If you haven’t taken trial advocacy, this is the best 
way to get those skills down,” said Segbefia. “During my 
semester, all the clinic students got the opportunity to write 
an opening, closing, direct, cross, and any legal arguments 
that arose.  It’s different from trial advocacy because you 
have a real client with real problems instead of having a fact 
pattern handed down to you. Probably the most important 
part of the clinic, when dealing with the client, was the 
student’s ability to listen. Most of the clients have gone 
through traumatic situations and the most therapeutic way 
to deal with their problems was to talk about it. Both of my 
initial interviews with clients were close to 4 hours because 
the clients really wanted to let out their feelings and it was 
our job to learn from the client and at the same time act as a 
counselor.  In terms of teamwork skills, your partner in the 
clinic was as important as the class itself. You learn to work 
with a partner, probably more closely than you ever have 
in any other class. You quickly learn what your strengths 
and weaknesses are and a lot of times your partner can help 
you strengthen your weaknesses.” 

 Each semester, Professor De Sanctis sets several 
goals for her students, which are reflective of the dual 
purpose of the Clinic. “My goal throughout the semester 
is to teach students to recognize the nuances in the dynam-
ics or psychosocial aspects of domestic violence, and to 
teach students to recognize the nuances in the dynamics 
or psychosocial aspects of domestic violence, and to teach 
them empathic interviewing and counseling skills,” said De 
Sanctis. “By the end of the semester, I want every student 
to feel confident in preparing a case for trial and in actually 
trying a case.” 

 Despite all of the hard work that is involved in 
preparing a case for trial, students are enthusiastic about 
the clinic, not just for the legal experience it provides, but 
also for having an individual role in strengthening the com-
munity and bringing batterers to justice. “I would strongly 
recommend this clinic to other students,” said Williams. 
“Not only are you getting relevant and beneficial experience, 
you are helping people. It’s not about the knowledge, the 
time, the credit, or the grade for that matter. It ultimately 
comes down to the people.” 

 

As the school year draws to a close, I have been 
given the opportunity to evaluate and share my experiences 
as student director of the Jacob Burns Community Legal 
Clinics, with the purpose of encouraging students to apply 
for this position for the 2002-2003 school year.  

In order to provide some background, the student 
director position is an administrative role and it is a schol-
arship funded by the Jacob & Charlotte Lehrman Founda-
tion.  The scholarship is awarded to a rising 3L with public 
interest and clinical experience.  The student selected must 
demonstrate a commitment to public interest and either must 
have participated in one of the law school’s clinics or will 
participate in one of the clinics during their third year.  The 
student director is selected by a panel of clinical professors 
and will be supervised by Dean Sirulnik and other clinical 
staff throughout the school year.    

Each year the student director is given specific duties 
and responsibilities, which vary from year to year.  Some of 
my duties as student director include the following: handling 

the intake for the Civil & Family Litigation Clinic (CLC); 
opening and closing cases for the CLC; writing stories for 
the Nota Bene about each clinic’s current events and suc-
cesses; entering information into the NEEDLES database; 
assisting clinical students with administrative questions; and 
supervising other students.  I devote approximately 15-20 
hours per week to these various duties.   

This position has been rewarding in several respects.  
First, through handling intakes for the CLC, I have learned 
how to better organize complex fact patterns and summarize 
legal issues. Second, I have learned how to communicate 
and work with people who are frustrated and in dire need 
of legal services.  I have learned how best to assist these 
people and refer them to other organizations when our clin-
ics are unable to provide them with direct assistance.  In this 
regard, I have definitely developed the skill of diplomacy.  
On another level, I have learned about the various non-profit 
organizations that provide free or low-cost legal services 
to citizens of D.C., MD and/or VA and have been able to 
share this information with callers who are not aware of 
these services.  Next, by writing stories for the Nota Bene, 

I have learned how to summarize and explain the complexi-
ties of the law school’s legal clinics in a clear and succinct 
manner.  Through interviewing the students and professors 
of these clinics I have also become more aware of what the 
law school has to offer and have encouraged other students 
to take part in these opportunities.  I have also learned a lot 
about the professors who teach these clinics and about how 
the clinics work individually and as a network of service 
providers for the community.  The relationships that I have 
developed throughout the school year with clinical profes-
sors, clinical staff and students has also been rewarding.  

The student director position has given me the oppor-
tunity to grow as a person and has been extremely beneficial 
in all respects.  I have been given the chance to learn about 
the law school’s clinical programs in order to share this 
information with the rest of the law school community and 
with the public and I am grateful for the opportunity.  I urge 
anyone who is interested in public interest, clinical experi-
ence, and a rewarding leadership experience to apply.  
 

Jacob Burns Community Legal Clinics 
Seek New Student Director

eleanor a. Hunt

Student director, Jacob burnS community LegaL cLin-
icS
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By MicHael silver

Staff Writer

Students who graduate in the Law 
School’s class of 2052 will be able to 
unearth a time capsule planted fifty years 
earlier by their predecessors.  The plant-
ing of the time capsule coincided with the 
recent E-Building dedication ceremony.  
The time capsule includes a picture of the 
faculty and staff, a student facebook, a 
copy of University President Stephen Joel 
Trachtenberg’s book and the names of the 
trustees that contributed to the building 
project.  Supreme Court Justice Antonin 
Scalia, the keynote speaker at the March 8th 
dedication ceremony, donated a copy of his 
remarks to the time capsule.  A cover page 
newspaper article from September 12th also 
was included in the capsule.

At the administration’s request, the 
SBA provided a student contribution to 
the time capsule.  The organization added 
several items and solicited students to write 
comments and reflections in a journal.  Em-
ily Hargrove, a 3L and outgoing SBA vice 
president, noted that the journal contained 
between fifty and seventy-five comments, 
“everything from a ‘dictionary’ of current 
slang terms to reflections on September 
11th.”  Other students provided “words of 
encouragement and advice about life and 
the legal practice,” she stated. Hargrove 
was pleased with the student comments, 
though she “wish[ed] more people would 
have participated.”

The SBA also included other items 
besides the journal such as pictures from the 
law revue show, a copy of average starting 
salaries of attorneys, the current law school 
rankings, Barbri tuition prices, a Barrister’s 
Ball ticket and a copy of the current class 
schedule.  Erica Lord a 3L, included a photo 
taken at her Barrister’s Ball pre-party, along 
with a note mentioning “how fast it seemed 
like our three years had gone by now that 
we are all about to graduate even though the 
days also drag by from time to time.”

Students disagreed on the appro-
priateness of filling the time capsule with 
items and the student reaction was split on 
placing information about September 11th 
in the capsule.  Shama Ali, a 1L, remarked 
that such items are a “timely and poignant 
addition, especially since many of us were 
in class when the Pentagon was attacked.”  
Brad Parr, 1L, believed such emphasis was 
“short-sighted” as it gives “a snapshot of one 
particular day” but that it does not provide 
“an adequate portrait of all the other things 

A Message to the Future
that make up life at the law school.”  Parr 
added, “The cultural and social life of a 
school or a society isn’t just one big event 
after another; it is many small individual 
things and stories that can be pieced to-
gether.”  

Patrick Malone, a 1L, commented 
that the tragedy’s far-reaching impact would 
temper the celebration of GW’s successes 
this year.  “It will be embarrassing to the 
entire law community when the capsule 
is opened and the students of the future 
see that we were celebrating the construc-
tion of a new building, while the rest of 
America was mourning the shattering of 
our innocence.”

Other student’s commented on what 
they would have liked to add to the time 
capsule.  Rachel Marmer, a 1L, would have 
included a disk with her first semester out-
lines.  Ali would have put in the time capsule 
“things we think are state of the art, things 
we take for granted and our conceptions of 
the future.”  Malone would have added the 
names of all of the family and friends that 
the GW law community lost over this past 
year, as “They are what we should be living 
our lives for … that’s what’s important.”

Students were also asked how they 
think their successors will react when they 
open the time capsule? Hargrove wasn’t 
sure.  “Who knows what life will be like 
at that time,” she said, “Can you imagine 
if we opened up a time capsule from fifty 
years ago?  The number of entries from 
women certainly wouldn’t be the same, or 
the number of things from minorities.”  Ali 
felt the facebooks would be a big hit, as “Out 
of date hair is sure to amuse.”  She also felt 
that the students “would be amused by the 
inevitable pace of technology, our primitive 
lifestyles and our limited vision of what the 
future would bring.”

Many students, however, echoed the 
old adage that the more things change, the 
more they stay the same.  Parr remarked 
that, “Student life doesn’t change from year 
to year.  Sure, we’ll have more interesting 
technology and different professors and a 
bigger building and I hope a higher rank-
ing, but you’ll still have people sitting in 
the library puzzling over subject matter 
jurisdiction, making outlines, [and] going 
drinking.”  Rachel Marmer, a 1L, agreed.  
“They’ll be surprised to see how some 
things just don’t change about law school. 
Professors will still call on [students] at 
random, especially on the day they’re not 
prepared, and someone will still be writing 
that One (Hel)L article!”

Most students probably recognize 
names like Paul Butler, Jack Friedenthal, 
and Michael Young as people who play 
prominent roles in keeping the law school in 
pristine condition.  Students may not recog-
nize names like Stella Battle, George Best, 
and Bill Frye, but these people also help 
keep the George Washington University 
Law School in its pristine condition.  While 
Butler, Friedenthal, and Young do their work 
on the academic side of the law school, 
Battle, Best, and Frye work every night to 
keep the law school buildings clean and in 
good condition.  These three, along with six 
other service workers, labor from 10:30 PM 
until 7:00 AM each night straightening up 
and cleaning the four buildings that make 
up the law school.

Robert Rice, the manager of the 
custodial staff, sat for a brief interview last 
week after he had made sure each of his 
employees had gotten started on their work.  
Despite the hours that he and his staff keep, 
Rice greeted each employee with a “good 
morning,” as they signed in.  “For us, this is 
morning,” he said at about 10:45 PM.

Rice said that he and many of the 
other custodians, or service workers as they 
are properly known, had been working the 
overnight shift for many years and were 
used to the hours.  “The hardest part is just 
the very first night, getting back into the 
night shift frame,” he remarked.

Rice and Frye, who is the supervisor, 
oversee a staff made up entirely of members 
of various minority groups, some of whom 
are immigrants to the United States.  “I have 
a good staff,” Frye said.  “Most of them take 
pride in what they do.  They have areas of 
responsibility and take care of that area.  It’s 
a reflection on them,” he stated.

One such worker is Battle, who has 
been cleaning the law school for over 

By saM scHneider
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for the Money

eleven years.  Interviewed as she was about 
to vacuum L401 at 11:30PM one evening, 
Battle commented that she did not mind the 
hours that her job requires.  “It’s what I am 
used to doing,” she said.  Battle pointed out 
that she encountered the greatest amount of 
disorder after student parties.

Rice commented that while many of 
the service workers sleep during the day, 
some of them have other full and part time 
jobs, and some attend school.  Best, who is 
assigned to the first floor of the law school, 
attends college during the day.  Rice noted 
that Best has taken on the unofficial title of 
“lead worker” in recognition for him assum-
ing some leadership responsibilities.

Rice said that his staff has found that 
the student lounges are often the messiest 
areas of the law school.  “The student areas 
are more trafficked, so therefore it does 
require more attention,” he stated.

In order to eliminate the possibility 
that any files or documents are not errone-
ously thrown away, Rice emphasized that 
his staff had been instructed not to discard 
anything that was not either in the trash re-
ceptacles or otherwise labeled as trash. Rice 
said that because of this policy some trash 
that was not labeled as such has sometimes 
remained in the building for a few days, but 
the precaution in his mind was well worth 
the inconvenience.

SBA President Dé Famuyiwa praised 
the job that the service workers do.  “Those 
who work at night do a good job,” he said.  
“I know a lot of them and I see what they 
do.”  Famuyiwa remarked that he doubted 
that most students knew the hours that the 
service workers keep.  Rice agreed with that 
sentiment, noting that he had often encoun-
tered surprise when people learned about the 
amount of time his employees take to keep 
the law school looking clean.  “We are trying 
to do the best job for the customer,” Rice 
said.  “And that’s what my guys do – they 
take it personal.”

By tasHiBa Monique Jones

Editor-in-Chief

GW Law School, like many other 
law schools, prides itself on its quality 
of professors in addition to the quality of 
its students.  While the majority of GW’s 
faculty is full-time and permanent, many 
professors are here at the law school are on 
borrowed time away from universities, law 
firms, or work on scholarly publications.  
Just how do these visiting professors end 
up at GW Law School?  

Roger H. Trangsrud, Senior Associ-
ate Dean for Academic Affairs sat down 
for a brief interview to explain why the law 
school invites visiting professors in the first 
place and to discuss the mechanics of the 
selection process.  According to Trangsrud, 
visiting professors are needed to replace per-
manent members of the faculty who for one 
reason or another are unable to teach their 
courses.  “A certain number of faculty are on 
sabbatical and on-leave without pay.  Also, 
some faculty have reduced teaching loads,” 
Trangsrud stated.  Trangsrud stated that next 
year, 19 faculty members will fall into one of 
those categories, which is somewhat higher 
than normal.  Among those 19 are Professors 
Robert Peroni, William Bratton, and Mary 
Cheh, just to name a few.  “We try to offer 
all courses every year so the need comes 
in,” Trangsrud maintained.  “Also, we have 
retirements or resignations and sometimes 
those positions are filled right away, but until 

they are filled it creates a need.”    
Similar to the standards imposed on 

law school applicants, visiting professors are 
carefully scrutinized before they are invited 
to teach at GW.  Trangsrud stated that a num-
ber of factors are taken into consideration 
in deciding whether an applicant possesses 
the necessary qualifications.  While GW is 
one of the top 25 ranked law schools in the 
country, the rank of the visiting professor’s 
law school is not determinative.  “The rank 
of the law school [where they primarily 
teach] is not very important.  What matters 
is the quality, background, and teaching 
qualifications of the person,” Trangsrud 
admitted.  “There are absolutely excellent 
faculty teaching at lower ranked schools.”     

It is important to note that not all 
visiting professors are invited to GW with 
the expectation that they will become per-
manent faculty members.  “Some visitors 
we’re interested in because they teach a 
set of courses that we need taught.  Some 
just want to visit and are not interested in a 
permanent position,” Trangsrud explained.  
“With other faculty, we’re impressed by 
their record at their existing school and 
want to get to know them better.”  Likening 
the situation to that of a summer associate 
position, Trangsrud remarked that it is “an 
opportunity for visiting professors to get to 
know the law school and vice versa without 
a lot of commitment on either side.”  Still, 
a large number of faculty first came to GW 
as visitors.

Usually, visiting professors teach at 
the law school for one year, and sometimes 
for just one semester.  The rare occasion 
occurs where they visit for two consecu-
tive years, but Trangsrud asserted that due 
to rules imposing time limits on visiting 
professors, they never stay longer than two 
years.

When asked whether there was any 
oversight for visiting professors, Trang-
srud responded that it is not routine to 
have another faculty member sit in on 
their classes.  “We don’t supervise visiting 
faculty in a special way beyond oversight 
over all faculty.  IF there are problems, we 
usually hear about it quickly and will give 
the appropriate response.”  Furthermore, 
Trangsrud noted that student evaluations 
for visiting faculty are treated the same as 
that for permanent faculty.  “We know a 
lot about their teaching before they arrive 
and we don’t invite them unless we have 
information about their ability as teachers,” 
Trangsrud stated.  In addition, Trangsrud 
noted that teaching evaluations from their 

GW’s Visiting Profs

law school, assessments from the law school 
Deans, and recommendations by members 
of faculty are also sought out to ensure that 
visiting professors are more than capable 
of teaching the necessary courses.  For ex-
ample, Trangsrud explained that Professor 
Cheryl Block and Professor Peroni, both 
Federal Income Tax professors, will be on-
leave next year.  Professor Block will be 
on a full year sabbatical, while Professor 
Peroni will be on leave without pay visiting 
Northwestern University Law School.  Both 
professors in addition to Professor Karen 
Brown recommended Regina Jefferson, a 
professor at Catholic University where she 
taught Individual Income Taxation, Part-
nership Taxation, and ERISA.  “With their 
recommendation and teaching at Catholic, 
she will be teaching Tax next semester,” 
Trangsrud stated. 

Despite the careful investigation 
that the law school conducts for visiting 
faculty, 3L Adler Bernard does not feel 

See PROFESSORS page 11
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professor, Scalia lamented, “I think of 
what a fool I was.”  He pointed out that to 
the contrary of what some people believe 
interactions with students have a more 
lasting impact than law review articles.  He 
discussed how much preparation goes into 
teaching and how he wished he had taken 
more time out for his students.  He talked 
about how former students still come up 
to him to this date and tell him how much 
he impacted their lives.  The faculty in 
attendance applauded this message.  “I ap-
preciated his reference to teaching,” stated 
Professor Mary Cheh.  “It is always good to 
have advice from the outside … [teaching] is 
our primary mission,” she stated.  Peterson 
also remarked that this part of the speech 
was “refreshing” and that his message was 
one that “is always worth remembering.”

Scalia then went on to deliver a 
message to the law students in attendance.  
He pointed out that even though as a law 
student he only stuck to the “bread and but-
ter” courses, he thinks law students should 
make a greater effort to know more parts 
of the law.  He used bankruptcy law as an 
example of a course in which he did not take 
as a law student, but one that has a major 
impact on people.  He pointed out that due 
to the fluidity in today’s legal markets, “law 
firms can’t undertake the training they used 
to.”  Therefore, he felt students need to take 
it upon themselves to gain these skills in 
law school.  SBA President De Famuyiwa 
found this part of the speech to be “very 
thoughtful and inspiring.”  Simran Dang, a 
3L, however, did not like the Justice’s refer-
ence to “ice cream” courses and she did not 
feel the speech was that pertinent to this law 
school in particular.

Scalia next turned his attention to the 
“friends” of the law school in attendance.  
He reiterated his belief that the purpose 
of the law school “is to provide a broad 
intellectual and technical ground for a le-
gal career.”  He criticized the fact that law 
review articles have changed over the years 

and become too focused on philosophy and 
policy.  He was also concerned with the fact 
that the Bar has not paid enough attention 
to the faculty members at law schools.  He 
concluded by urging members of the Bar 
in attendance to “take a law professor to 
lunch.”

The reaction to the dedication speech 
was for the most part extremely positive.  
Professor Ira Lupu called the speech, 
“thoughtful and humble.”  Professor Cheryl 
Block remarked that the speech was “just 
perfect” and “appropriate for the occasion 
as always.”  Peterson echoed the sentiment 
that the speech was “perfect for this occa-
sion.”  How “sincere” Scalia was while giv-
ing these remarks is what impressed Dean 
David M. Johnson, the Assistant Dean for 
Student Affairs.

Student reaction to the speech was 
more mixed.  Chantale Lamitte, a 2L and 
President of Phi Delta Phi was impressed 
that Scalia “didn’t mince words.”  Pam 
Ball, an LLM student, also found the speech 
to be “very informative.”  Some students, 
however, were disappointed with the speech.  
Brett Cottreel, a 1L, would have preferred a 
speech that was “a little more meaty,” as he 
was hoping for a similar speech to the one 
the Justice gave at Georgetown University.  
Aaron Tax, the Vice-President of the GW 
Law Democrats, characterized the speech 
as “a good political speech.”

Overall, the crowd was happy that 
they got the opportunity to hear Scalia 
speak.  Associate for Career Development 
and Alumni Affairs, Dean Joan H. Strand 
pointed out the fact that the Justice came to 
this event was an indication that “the law 
school is moving forward.”  This event, 
however, was not completely without con-
troversy.  Only a limited number of students 
received tickets to attend the speech.  Iris 
Lee who works in the law school library also 
remarked that, “The staff wasn’t invited [to 
this event] until the last minute.”  

dedication from page 1

When discussing what impact the 
University’s plan of action will have on 
the school, Petrie stated, “I am fully aware 
that this is the final week of the law school 
[class] schedule.  Plans will fully consider 
the law school for the weekend.  [We plan 
to] specifically address the law school in the 
plan while providing the appropriate level 
of security.”  During the upcoming week, 
the University plans to meet and come up 
with a comprehensive plan that would be 

proteStS from page 1

of that.”
Flores expressed his hope that the 

show would continue to attract high-pro-
file guests. “I would go to see people who 
are in the news,” he said.  Flores disagree 
with the theory that student interest would 
decrease over time. “There will always be 
new students who will want to go,” he said.   
Soto concurred. “This is D.C. Maybe GW 
students will get tired, but given the flavor 
of this town, people outside GW will come,” 
he said.

CNN hopes the addition of Carville 
and Begala will create more interest in the 
show. Hyping his new job on CNN’s web-
site, Carville set the stage for Crossfire’s 
characteristic adversarial scheme. The bald-
headed Carville remarked of the upcoming 
battles with the avid conservative Novak and 
fashion-trademarked Carlson, “‘Corporal 
Cue Ball’ is ready to go after the ‘Prince of 
Darkness’ and ‘Bow Tie Boy.’”

In fact, GW also has high hopes that 
the show will help attract new students as 

well as more prominent guests to campus 
by shining a national spotlight on the 
University.  “You can already hear it now, 
‘Live from GW . . .,’” said Flores.  “No 
other school can say that. It can only help 
GW,” he said. 

In addition to guest speakers and na-
tional prominence, the show will also bring 
an unspecified amount of cash to GW to 
cover the costs of equipping the auditorium 
in the Media and Public Affairs Building to 
handle the show and other related expenses. 
“Crossfire” will also create a number of 
unpaid internships for GW students to help 
with various aspects of producing the pro-
gram such as research, ticketing, and book-
ing guests. “Crossfire” will make its GW 
debut April 1st at 7 p.m. on CNN.  Despite 
the new GW connection, however, students 
say they will not likely be any more inclined 
to watch the program on television.   “I don’t 
even have a television,” stated Flores, “let 
alone cable.”

croSSfire from page 1

and that the situation “must be remedied.”  
Problems with the SA began years ago.  He 
pointed out that the law school is not getting 
the maximum funding possible because of 
the SBA’s financial and budgetary problems 
two or three years ago. Back then, the SBA 
began having financial problems and failed 
to submit the required budget requests to the 
appropriate body.  Consequently, the SBA 
was deemed fiscally irresponsible and so 
the SA significantly lowered the money it 
would allot to the SBA.

Ellis stated that this year the SBA 
has tried to give the SA details about the 
budget so that the SBA can assure that it is 
in compliance with SA mandates. The SBA 
also wanted to show the SA that it is effec-
tive enough to adequately represent the law 
school.  Ellis expressed his hope in getting 
this funding increased. The SA, however, 
has a policy which only permits an increase 
in money by a certain percentage as opposed 
to by raw numbers.

Nevertheless, all is not lost. Ellis men-
tioned that the SBA can apply for co-spon-
sorship funds, a process similar to the SBA 
ad-hoc process.  A simple vote can allow 
the SBA to get additional funds. Still, the 
SA has been pretty slow and unresponsive 
to the SBA up to this point in time.  Ellis did 
note, however, that the SA did give money 
to the softball team and for the Law Revue 
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Show during the past semester.  The SBA 
has other things up for consideration with 
the SA as well.

Another one of Ellis’ goals is for the 
SBA to create more funds on its own. He 
believes that the law school could solicit 
more funding from the Dean’s office.  He 
also expressed optimism that more funding 
can come by way of an SBA book sale, simi-
lar to the one conducted in the fall semester.  
Yet, he appeared to be most concerned about 
getting out additional policies during the 
budgeting process so the distribution of 
funds is done on a fair and equitable basis.  

Finally, on a personal level, Ellis 
claims that he is up for the challenge as 
treasurer. He expressed his desire to see 
as many groups as possible be able to do 
as much as is financially possible, with 
emphasis on those things that will benefit 
the school as a whole. In the same vein, he 
hopes to rebuild the reserve fund of the SBA 
and to give the budget a “nice cushion.” 
He reiterated that rebuilding the reserve is 
important, but that his number one objective 
is to get “as much money as possible to each 
of the student groups.”  Famuyiwa shared 
the same optimism as his newly appointed 
treasurer.  “Zach will be perfect in working 
with me to fashion a responsible way by 
which we can get and disburse money to 
student groups,” he said.

appropriate.
Morrison emphatically stated that the 

law school’s position is to “ensure safety and 
continue operations.”  Morrison concluded 
that, “If protests are happening next door, 
they [will be happening].  We have to wait 
and see.  The University does not want to 
overreact.”

profeSSorS from page 10
that it is enough.  “I think the quality of 
visiting professors has been below that of 
the full time faculty, in scholarship and 
classroom performance.  However, I do 
think the University has done a great job of 
attracting professors of a high caliber, such 
as Professor Swire, but he is the exception 
rather than the general rule.”  As a potential 
remedy for the problem, Bernard suggests 
more student involvement in the selection 
process.  “Similar to other comparable law 
schools, GW law students should play a role 
in selecting visiting professors,” Bernard 
proposed.  “Furthermore, the law school 
should have a better screening process – spe-
cifically one that provides for more insight 
into in classroom performance and student 
evaluations.”  3L Kamala Miller echoed 
this sentiment, “I like the fact that GW is 
trying to experience with different types of 
professors each year instead of remaining 
stagnant with the same faculty.  Yet, we 
should be given more information about 
visiting professors – like past grading pro-
cedures, grading distributions, etc. – before 
we sign up to take the classes.”  When asked 
whether she felt that oversight was needed 
for visiting professors, Miller maintained, 
“maybe there should be a committee of 
tenured professors who sit in on a couple 
of classes, maybe one at the beginning and 
again at the end of the semester.”  However, 
Miller disagreed with Bernard and did not 
feel that students should play any role in 
the selection process for visiting professors.  
“We should be able to make suggestions, 
but we should not be able to have the final 
word.  The administration has more experi-
ence in knowing the necessary criteria for a 
school to remain a top tier law school.  Law 
students can’t make that determination in 
just three years of law school.”

Regardless of the criteria used and 
whoever made the determination, the visit-
ing faculty for next year has already been 
selected and students can find their profiles 
in the registration packet for the 2002-2003 
academic year.  Of the ten, perhaps the two 
most interesting professors are Michael 
Birnhack and Yoseph M. Edrey, both visit-
ing from the University of Haifa in Israel.  

Birnhack will teach International E-Com-
merce in the fall semester while Edrey 
will teach Federal Income Tax, also in the 
fall.  What is notable about their courses is 
that they will be taught on an accelerated 
schedule.  Trangsrud explained, “[They] 
will be teaching their courses during the 
first seven weeks of the fall semester, which 
is different from the normal 14 week class 
schedule.  Thus, [students enrolled in these 
courses] will have to meet twice as often 
and take their exams in October.”  As Trang-
srud noted, the benefit the accelerated class 
schedule provides to students is that they 
will have one less exam to take in December.  
The reason for the departure from the nor-
mal 14-week schedule is that, in Israel, the 
academic calendar for the fall semester does 
not start until mid-October.  Therefore, the 
only way to accommodate these professors 
is to have an accelerated schedule.  

Students may obtain additional infor-
mation on the visiting faculty, new full-time 
faculty, and new part-time faculty from 
the registration packet for the 2002-2003 
academic year, which is available in the 
Records Office. 
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